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Santais Coming to Vall ey Glen! — Peer Ghent, President

I would like to encourage you to bring your
children and grandchil dren to our Holiday
Party. Santa and hiswife will be there. The
kids can have their picture taken with Santa
and there will be treats for ead of them.
And, there will be very

special entertainment for

al of ustoenjoy. The

party will beginat 6 pm

andwill befollowed by a

brief businessmeding be-

ginning abou 7 pm. We

will be reasiving nomina-

tionsfor next yea's board

at this meding. If youwant to make adif-
ferencein Valley Glen, please consider
submitting your name in nomination.

This has been a great year for Valley Glen!
It'shard to believe it has been only alittle

over seven yeas sncethe Valley Glen
signs went up. In that short time, we've
achieved recognitionfrom locd officias
and the residents of the San FernandoVal-
ley. Thisyear's highlightsinclude: 1)
Mayor Antonio Vil -
laraigosajoined the fes-
tivities at our annuel
picnic, 2) the Orange
Line station at Oxnard
and Woodman is the
"Woodman / Valley
Glen" station, and 3)
Courcilmember Wendy
Greuel and County Supervisor Zev Y aro-
slavsky continue to placeValley Glen high
ontheir priority lists!
We wish you awonderful holiday season
and a Happy New Yea!

HOLIDAY PARTY/MEETING: DECEMBER 13, 2005

ERWIN ST. SCHOOL AUDITORIUM, 6:00 pm

Valley Glen Fights Zoning Change and Wins — Judy Price

There was a magjor zoning \ictory for single
family properties (zoned R-1) in Valley Glen.
Asaresult of our efforts, the property at 6016
Ethel Avenue will remain zoned for asingle
family residence. On November 17, the City
Planning Commisgon denied the request to
change the 6016Ethel zoning from R-1 to R-3.
The goplicant was propasing a 6-unit condomin-
ium projed on this 9,5983 square foat parcd.
Approximately 20% of this lot that abuts the
rea of the Oxnard St. apartment buil ding park-
ing garage is zoned R-3; however, the remaining

80% is zoned R-1 and currently hasasingle
family residence To have dl owed condomini-
ums would have been a precalent-setting en-
croachment on Ethel Avenue which has no
multi-family dwellings.

Organized by Karen Shapiro and athers, the
neighborhoodturned out in force on November
17th and presented a “ persuasive presentation,”
as dated by the City Planning Commission
President, Jane Elli son Usher. Officers attending
fromthe Valley Glen (cont. pg. 7)




Friends of Erw in St. School — Soraya Dosaj

The Friends of Erwin Stree Schod isasmall group with abig
heat. Without aformal PTA, parent association or boaster club
at Erwin, the group wasinitially formed to pursue agrant for
playground equipment.

An application was sibmitted for a City of Los Angeles Com-
munity Beautification grant. The funds, if awarded, would go
towards a new play structure and safety surfadng at the schoal.
Notification is pending. A grant proposal was previously sub-
mitted to the Anne and Kirk Douglas Foundation as well.

The Friends of Erwin group has urred a variety of fundraising
efforts. Used printer ink cartridges are being recycled via Titan
Recycling. General Mills Box Tops for Education are being
colleded. There have been food sales at schodl events sich as
the Family Math Night and Bad-to-Schoal Night. A Scholastic
Book Fair in October eaned over $1,000 for the schod. Erwin
supparters are dso participating in the Westfield Works Won-
ders fundraising program. Outread continues to individual and
corporate donors as well.

Recently, The Friends of Erwin applied for TreePeople's Fruit
Tree program. Twenty-five assorted fruit trees will be given to
Erwin families ealy next yea.

For more information on how you can participate, cal
818997.1356 or e-mail soraya_d@sbcglobal.net.

Santa Claus Needs You! to put presents un-
der the Christmas tree for Adopt-A-Family
— Judy Price and Mickey Jannol

Continuing our annual tradition, the Valley Glen
NeighbahoodAssociation will adopt eight families
again, two from ead of our four pulic schools: Erwin,
Kittridge, Monlux and Grant. Our missionisto provide
toys, games, bodks and stuffed stockings for the chil-
dren, gift certificaes for the teenagers and Christmas
dinner for the families.

Thanks to a generous doretion from Imperial Capital
Bank, we will also be adopting two families with spe-
cia needs children through the Jewish Family Services
of L.A. “Family Friends Project,” Jewish Storefront on
Victory Blvd. Funds will be directed toward the pur-
chase of requested items.

At the VGNA No-

vember 15th Board

meeing, Mickey

Jannol presented

Adop-A-Family

Chair Judy Price

with a dheck in the

amourt of $2 500

from Imperial Capi-

tal Bank. Mickey

Jannol sought a major grant from Imperial Capital to
suppat thisimportant charitable program.

With these funds, the Valley Glen Neighbarhood Asso-
ciation can expand itslong-term adivity with Adopt-A-
Family. We will be adding two families ead yea to
Adopt-A-Famil y©s eight famili es referred by Valley
Glen's public schoadls.

For more information onthe Adopt-A-Family program
and haw to pledge items, contact Judy Price at
judypricel127@aol.com or (818) 787-9946. No used
items are accepted. Arrangements for pick-up a deliv-
ery of items can be made by contacting Judy, or items
can be brought to the Valey Glen Neighbarhood Asso-
ciation Holiday party/General meding Tuesday, De-
cember 13,6:00—9:00 pm, at the Erwin Street School
Auditorium located at 13400 Erwin Stred.




Holiday Safety — Wendy Greuel

As the holiday season approaches we
want to doeverything we an to ensure
that our families are safe and that our
property is proteced from those who
take advantage of the good chee and
spirit of the holidays. The Los Angeles
Poli ce Department has asked me to share
with you afew simpletipsto proted your homes, property and
famili es from harm during the holidays.

Lock all doars and windows when you leave your home. Leave
lightson in the evening and use atimer to alternate your light-
ing.

Do not carry personal itemsin your wallet or purse. Lock all
personal information including Social Security cards, checks,
pasorts, birth certificates and government documentsin a
locked fireproof container.

Do not leare anything of value unseaured in the yard or on the
porch.

Use ATMs during daylight, or use an ATM in any LAPD palice
station.

Keep items such asiPODs and MP3 Playersin your pocket, out
of sight.
Park and lock your car in awell-lit area

Never leave anything of value visible in the passenger compart-
ment of your vehicle.

Women should be caeful not to leave aything in avehicle that
indicates that a woman drives the ca.

Complete dl of your shoppng prior to returning to your vehicle
with padkages. Allow the store/mall to hold padkages until you
arerealy to leave. Ask a salesperson to help you carry pack-
agesif your hands are full .

Lock all packagesin thetrunk d your vehicle.

Close your drapes/blinds 2 that no one can seethe gifts under
your tree

| encourage everyoneto foll ow these simple stepsto help en-
sure asafe and joyful holiday season.

Letterstothe Editor

It isvery nicefor some of usthat the value of our homes
might have gone up as aresult of some so-cdled mansions
constructed in our neighborhood But | wonder, if you had a
home that you loved (even though it was not by Greene &
Greene or Richard Neutra) that you built yeas ago, where,
over time, you had planted trees and bushes in the bad yard
to creae aplaceto rest and read and meet with friends, if you
loved to open your windows in spring and on cool summer
eveningsto let in the breeze the smell of blossoms, the sound
of birds, | wonder if you would likeit if, next to you, al of a
sudden, you had constructions that read right up to your
property lines, two stories high, taking away the feding of
quiet and privacy in your bad yard, wiping out the view of
the magnificent pine trees two houses down, making you feel
ohserved and exposed to upper-level windows right next to
you and forcing you to close yourself in.

Would you be mnsoled by the possbili ty that maybe, and
only maybe, the value of the home that you loved so much,
but couldn't enjoy anymore, had gone up? And what if after
much suffering you had come to the heat-wrenching ded-
sion to sell your beloved home only to find out that you could
not get the imagined price because no one dse wantsto live
thisway either? — Marianne Halevi, Grid 3

Attention Valley Glen
Computer Owners
Woud youlike to ge rid of you olsolete
compuer? I'l fix it and donait © asdod
or thelessfortunde

Contact Benjamin Jannol
at 908-9401

Forty-five residences of Valley Glen voiced for an hour their
pasdon to maintain the integrity of one of the last treefill ed
and environmentally rare places | eft in the valley. A two and
one-half aae parcd with 150 mature trees (some 100yeas
old) on Hart Stred is proposed to have nine houses, two sto-
ries high. These two-story houses definitely ruin the quality
and integrity of thisloved and beautiful stred.

The Deputy Advisory Agency Division of City Planning just
reiterated the law. The people present felt that their cogent
arguments were not adequately responded to or addressed.
Theissue now goes to the Department of City Planning. If
anything happens like it happened [on November 15th], you
will understand how impatent is the voice of the peoplein a
city where they pay taxes. — Douglas Lee Grid 4




Ourformer Councilman, Mike Feuer, runs for State Assembly — Daniel Kim

Vdley Glen©s former City Courcilman, Mike Feuer, is
running to represent much of Valley Glen again, thistime
in the California State Assembly. Asyouknow if you
caught up with him at our October picnic, his campaign
for the June dectionis aready off to astrong start. Re-
cently, Mike Feuer gained the endorsements of threema-
jor law enforcement organizations, including the L.A.
Police Protective League and the L.A. Police Command
Officers, along with along list of elected and appointed
officials.

Vdley Glen carries gecia meaning for Mike. In 1998,
he played a qucia rolein Valley Glen©s siccessful bid
for official designation from the City of Los Angeles, and
worked closely with usfor yeason quality of lifeissues
throughout our neighbarhood. Mike hopesto continue

his representation in the State Assembly, where he would
addressisauesimportant to all of us, including educaion,
transportation and the ewvironment.

The primary duties of an Assembly member are to author
and vote on an enormous amourt of legidation--abou
3,000hills each yea. Trueto hisreputation on the City
Courxil, Mike looks to approad this challenge with en-
ergy, intelligence and integrity.

Mike©s campaign for State Assembly welcomes your
ideas on hawv to make our 42nd Assembly District an
even better placeto live. You can contact him through
his website at www.mikefeuerforasseembly.com. The
website a so contains more information about Mike, in-
cluding a biography and alist of supporters.

Metro Orange Line Grand Opening
— Peer Ghent

The Valey Glen NeighbarhoodAssociation participated
in the grand opening of the Metro Orange Line on Octo-
ber 29th with abooth at the Van Nuys station. Entertain-
ment at the stationincluded a performance by Grant High
Schod'sjazz band.

We distributed about 200 Orange Line poster maps. We

sold Valey Glen CookbooksB Mickey "The Hawker"

and Asta "MissPersonality” deserve most of the aedit for

these sales. We made the community aware of Valley

Glen by just being there dhatting up Valley Glen and

showing off our grid map. A few of us even got 15 min-
utes of fame!

Clealy Susan and
Craig©s dog in costumein
aDaily News phao and
the badk of Mickey Jan-
no©s head in the Los An-
geles Times (front page)
qualify for the 15 min-
utes of fame award!

Kee safe. Please obey all signs and signals (including no right
turns on red). Never enter the transitway or stopin “Keep
Clea” zones. Tred flashing bus signs like train crossng ggtes.
If walking or bicycling, stay within crosswalks and hike lanes.

Chris & Pitt’s Sign Saved

— Www .americassuburb.com

The Valey©slast beloved Chris®© & Pitt©s barbeaue
closed in 2003.The old placeat 13237 Victory Boule-
vard nea Fultonin [Valley Glen] wastorn down for a
new Walgreens drug store. The demolition krought
howls of protest from BBQ lovers. But a piece of good
news. | recently discovered that the restaurant©s classic
neon signage has been saved and put ondisplay. A
large sedion stands fully lit at the Museum of Neon Art
in dovntown Los Angeles. Ancther big sectionwas
shipped to the American Sign Museum in Cincinnati,
whereit is being hail ed as agreda acquisition.

Linda Wehrli is ®ekingloca businesses whowould like
to host student art exhibits. Please mntad her if interested.




Oktoberfest B Mickey Jannol

We had ore hedk of an Oktoberfest picnic October 9th.

400 d you showed upat Valley Glen Community Park to

med Mayor Villaraigosa, Courcilmember Greuel and

fellow Valley Gleners. The Zoomobhile and moon bounce

attractions were wonderful for the kids. The Jazz band
andthe MTA Orange Line Bus as well asthe Engine

Company 102 Fire Trucks were great attractionstoo. Eve-

ryone enjoyed foodfrom many parts of the world pre-
pared in Valley Glen. Andthank youfor your support of
the raffle and silent auction. We raised $2,000which will
go for goodcauses including the Adopt-A-family pro-
gram.

We aenjoyed having you and | think that the best part of
this picnic was enjoying your company and meeing lots
of new Valey Gleners. We would like to thank the fol-
lowing businesses for contributing to our picnic and help-
ing make the 20050ktoberfest a great event:

Matterhorn Chef Restaurant, Robin Hood English Pub,
Mazzarino's Italian Restaurant, Charlie O's Jzz Club,
San Remo's Restaurant, Angel City Yoga, Trader Jo€'s
Market, Whole Foods Market, El Prestigio Beauty Salon,
Inkwell Theaer/Mark Taylor, Masa Sushi, Numero Uno
Pizza (Victory Blvd.), The $ Zone Store, Union 76 Sta-
tion (Woodman & Oxnard), Hadenda Corrales Mexican
Restaurant (Vanowen), McDonald's (Victory), the Los
Angeles Zoo and aur Avon lady, Mirna Pgjuelo. Thank
you all for your generous contributions.

Jazz Trio B Linda Coates

Barry Coates Jzz Trio with Barry on guitar, Ed Lucie
on hess and drummer Dave Durge had a great time en-
tertaining at Valley Glen©s annual picnic. The band
played everyone©s jazz favorites sich as*“ Take Five,”
“Summertime” and “Fly Me to the Moon” Weall had a
gred time, even the burger flippers were swinging to the
music.

Barry Coatesisa
composer of origi-
nal music which
can be heard and
purchased on
iTunes website
www. i Tunes.com.

Barry teaches pri-

vate guitar lessons

from beginner to advanced using histhreebodks pub
lished by Warner Bros. titled The Ultimate Play Along /
Just Classic Jazz foundin any bodkstore or internet mu-
sic site.

Coates latest record, “ String Theory,” was recorded in
New York andwill be released early next yea.

Keep in Touch - Mail submissonsto Valey Glen
Voice PMB 283, 13659 Victory Blvd., Valley Glen, CA
91401, or e-mail soraya d@sbcglobal.net. Lettersand col-
umns are the personal opinions of the writers. We reserve the
right to edit.

Newsletter Distributors Welcomed

The Valley Glen Voiceis distributed to 4,500 Valley Glen
homes, schodls and businesses by voluntea's who choase
their own level of commitment, time of day and method o
transportation. Whether they combine newsletter deliveries
with their daily walk or dedicae afew hours on the weekend,
our voluntees are very much appredated. We welcome and
need more voluntees. If you can voluntea some time, please
contad Soraya Dosgj at 997-1356.
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Stray and Lost Animals In Valley Glen B Stephanie LaMotta

The Valey Glen community is experiencing an exorbitant chip. Microchips can be done & the shelter while you

amourt of stray andlost dogs and cas. As of thiswriting
there are 145 urclaimed lost dogs at the shelter. East Val-
ley Shelter is dangerously overcrowded and they eutha-
nize goproximately one hundred dogs and cats per week.

People must make sure, if their dogs have acessto the
yard, that the gates are seaure. Maintenance workers, pod
men, gardeners, etc. are to be informed (verbally and with
asign pcsted onthe gate) not to let the dogs out and the
gates are to remain closed and latched at all ti mes.

All animals $ould have micro-chips and tags on them. If
you dor©t want to tag your ca then get them amicro-

wait, fast, easy and painlessfor $25.

If your dog or cat does get out, go to the shelter to look
for them or check their web site daily at http://
www.|aanimal services.org/EV Shelter.htm. Post flyers
with photos all over your neighbarhood.

The hdlidays are approaching B please don't adopt a pet
for afriend a family member. Get a gift certificate at the
shelter andlet them go and pick out the right animal for
themselves. If you're looking to adopt adog or ca and
dorit want to go to the shelter, | can direct youto a Res-
cue Organization. E-mail bubyenow@ix.netcom.com.
Save lives...please spay and neuter your animals.

Spirit of Christmas! b Vvalli Aman

The Deal SeaScralls, fourd in 1947 were purportedly writ-
ten by The Essenes, ahighly evolved spiritual group. Glaob-
ally today, scatered groups of people still foll ow the disci-
plined teadings of the Essenes. One such groupand my
pick for a®Greda Find® for anyone looking to study medita-
tion, goto asmaller spiritua groupand make some new
friends, is"A Way of Life" locaed nea Valey Glenin
Sherman Oaks with a new chapel in Studio City. Some
courses are led by Dr. Beverly Gaad, who studied with Dr.
D. J. Bus=ll, Master Teader and ore of the interpreters of

the Essene Scrolls. Dr. Gaad haes been teading locds
and cdebrities alike for over 30 yeas.

Call Dr. Gaad at 8187895813 to make reservations and
try their candelight service and register for one of next
yea's courses. John Kimberling d the L.A. Operawill be
the singer at the Christmas service on Decanber 18th. |
also highly recommend the % -Universal Laws® course. In
six weeks you lean amethod of meditation that will serve
youalifetime. I've been involved in Dr. Gaad's group
for over 20yeas. Thiscourse changed my life, in every
way, for the better.

A gift for the holidays b Stephen Gonzdez

Trying to find that perfect gift to get someone for the
halidays? Just stop by our online store at
http://www.vall eyglenstore.com where youll find a
wide variety of itemsthat make grea giftsfor any occa
sion. Each item is custom imprinted with one of our
many speda designs.

If online shopping isn't your thing, we're now selling
the Valey Glen Community Cookbooks for only $2.00.
It makes for the perfect gift for any chef. You can pick
one up by either coming to ore of our general medings,
by cdling ustoll freeat 877.411V GNA (84&2) or by
contacting your grid rep.

All profits above st are deposited bad into the gen-
eral fundto be used to benefit the community through
beautification projects and sporsoring spedal events
like our Annual Oktoberfest Picnic and December Holi-
day party, along with numerous other endearors. Only
through your suppart and sporsorships can we make
Valey Glen abetter placefor usall.




50/50 Sidewalk Repair Pr ogram
b Elizabeth Kaltman

Courcilmember Wendy Greuel's three-month pilot-
program increased the mil eage of sidewalks repaired in
Courxil District 2 by 20% without spending any addi-
tional taxpayer dollars. The 50/50 Sidewalk Repair Pro-
gram gives residents the option d matching the City with
50% of the mststo fix their sidewalks. In return, the Bu-
reau of Street Services guarantees a 60 day turn-arourd
from buy-in to sidewalk completion.

The City budget only provides fundng for an average of
64 mil es of sidewalk reconstruction per yea. Based on
current funding levels, it would take @out 50 yearsto
reanstruct al of L.A.'s damaged sidewalks.

Benefits of thisvoluntary partnership program include
workmanship guaranteed for five years and work per-
formed to the latest spedfications. There are no permit or
inspectionfees. The program also coverstree trimming,
tree root pruning and repair of aff ected sprinkler systems,
if required.

The program was 2 successful, it went citywide starting
July 2005.Sincethen the city has conducted 347 esti-
mates. The Bureau of Stred Services (BOSS receives an
average of 10-15cdls per day for information and re-
quests for estimates. There have been 176 buy-insfrom

residents at an average st of $1200-$1300.Applications
are being taken through Decamber for thisfiscal yea. For

more information, or to make an appantment, call
818.374.857.

Zoning cont. from page 1

NeighbarhoodAssociation were Terry Anderson, Mickey
Jannol and Judy Price Dale Thrush, Planning Deputy for
Courcilmember Wendy Greuel, indicated opposition to
the proposed project as well.

Development and growth for both hausing and businessis

hedthy for a community but must be done with thein-
volvement of the cmmunity. In this particular case the

developer refused to med with the community to address

concerns.

Congratulationsto al for their hard work and diligencein

thisvictory in preserving single family zoning.

Interim Control Ordinance Rumors
— Terry Anderson

A petition opposing the Propased Interim Control Ordi-
nance (ICO) regarding Mansionizationis being circu-
lated hause-to-house in Valley Glen. Residents arein-
correctly being told that the Proposed 1CO will prohibit
them from remodeling kitchens or adding a second
story to their home or adding any kind d additionto a
one-story house.

In truth, the Proposed 1CO will not even apply to add-
ing on a building one-story residencesin Valley Glen
but will li mit the addition of a secondstory or the build-
ing of atwo-story house to 6% of the land size of the
lot. For example, a 7,000square foot lot will be digible
for no more than a 4,200 square foot 2-story home. A
10,000square foot lot will be digible for a 6,000square
foot 2-story residence. The second floor of atwo-story
residence may not exceed 40% of the total square foot-
age of the residence. Further, any windows or balconies
which have aline of sight into aneighba's residenceor
badkyard must have plantingsto bock thisline of sight
to protect the neighbor's privacy. Exceptions are al-
lowed even to these rules.

The Valley Glen NeighbarhoodAssociation and the
Greaer Valley Glen Council jointly completed this Pro-
posed 1CO regarding Mansionization in September in
response to vocal concerns of Valley Glen residents,
and submitted it to Council member Wendy Greuel's
officewhich then submitted it for review by the Los
Angeles City Planning Department and the Los Angeles
City Attorney's Office

When Planning Department and the City Attorney's
reviews are completed, the Propased Interim Control
Ordinance aain will be submitted for further public
input and revision. Please go to www.vall eyglen.org
andindicate in the Guest Book if youwant future no-
ticesonthisisale.




Calendar

November
29- Grid 3Neighbahood Watch Meeting, 6:30 pm,

13854Hamlin Street (cross street Ranchito), hosted by
Sabrina Johnson

December

4 - Annual Holiday Choral Celebration, 7 pm, LAVC
Monarch Hall, $5

8 - Broadway Showcase with students from Musical
Theater Class, 3 pn, LAV C Music Recital Hall

9- LAVC Guitar Ensemble & Orchestra, 8 pm, Music
Redtal Hall, $10

13- VGNA Holiday Party/M eeting, 6:00 pm, Erwin
St. School auditorium

February

21- VGNA General Meeting, 7.00pm, Erwin &.
Schoadl

April
29- Grant High Film Night

$2 Milli on Dollars For Valley Glen - But Only If
You Call! B Michagl Randall

I1t©s as smple asthis: the Mayor's Office has invited you
to cal, in order to get feadbad as to whether the City
shoud continue or terminate the Valley Glen Targeted
NeighbahoodProgram. Right now, anew sidewalk is
being built along Fulton Ave., nath of Victory to replace
the dirt paths there, a much needed improvement. But
more projects are ready to go. The City promised a com-
mitment to spend $3 million ddlars to improve the "north
side" of Valley Glen using Federal block grant funds. The
program has sumbled and lessthan $1 million has been
spent here.

Now it's upto you. We have been invited to call Ms.
Vidaof the Mayor's office @ 213978.0779to let the
Mayor know if we want this program and the commit-
ment to provide the remaining $2MILLION DOLLARS
in improvements for Valley Glen. Please, pick up the
phore. Youcan cdl day or night and leave amessage.

Valey Glen needsimprovement funds. But only if Valley
Glen askswill Valley Glen receive. Make the call now,
and thanks.

Business Membership Program
b Stephen Gonzalez

At the start of the yea President Ghent asked the newly
formed BusinessSupport and Development Committee
(BSDC) to come up with ideas on hawv to more formally
incorporate businesses into the adivities of the VGNA and
Valley Glen asawhadle.

The BSDC drew up a plan which would all ow businesses
to pay ayealy membership fee The new membership
would include dl businesses which make aprofit of any
kindinside the Valley Glen boundries. Thiswould in-
clude dl brick and mortar establishments and hame busi-
nesses, as well as companies who have workerswholive
or work inside Valley Glen.

At only $40annwaly, businesses would recave a ¥GNA
Business Member® sticker to placein awindow or onthe
inside glassof a ca, a dassfied ad (name and phone num-
ber) in the newdletter and afull businesscard ad on
www.valleyglen.arg. The program has had interest increes-
ing monthly. If interested in becoming a businessmember,
you can give your $40check to any grid rep ar exeautive
officer alongwith your businesscontad information.




