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Looking Ahead in 2006

Y our Asociation hasjust finished its best yea
ever: our Adopt-A-Family program served
more famili es; attendance was up for our gen-
eral medings; our annual picnic atraded more
famili es with adivities for all ages; guestsin-
cluded Supervisor Zev Y arodlavsky, Mayor
Antonio Vill araigosa, Council person Wendy
Greuel and our former Councilperson, Mike
Feuer; and, we have astrong balance shed to
start the yea.

We have done our best to keep you informed of
community issues and events through this pub-
lication, our website, our general meetings, our
emails and informal conversations when we
mee in the neighborhood But | know we can
do Letter. If you have an issue on your block or
aquestion that we can answer, please mntad
your grid rep. If your grid dces not have arep,
consider stepping up and taking on that respon-
sibili ty yourself!

— Peer Ghent, President

The beautifully landscaped Orange Line is hav-
ingahuge impad on our lifestylein Valley
Glen. Valley Glen families can be seen riding
their bicycles or walking along the bike path.
We ae hopeful that the Tujunga Wash Projed,
which is now under construction from Oxnard
Stred to Vanowen Stred, will have the same
positi ve impact!

These devel opments, coupled with low interest
rates and rising property values, have encour-
aged commercia and residential development
in Valey Glen. We will continue to work with
the City, residents and the developersto asaure
the new projeds drengthen Valley Glen asa
gred placeto live!

There ae approximately 4,000homesin Valley
Glen, 400merchants and 25000residents. |
invite dl who read these words to get involved
in 2004

GENERAL MEETING: FEBRUARY 21, 2006
ERWIN STREET SCHOOL AUDITORIUM, 7:00 pm

Contact Us— Please
mail articles, letters, sug-
gestions or other submis-
sionsto Valley Glen
Voice PMB 283, 13659
Victory Blvd., Valley
Glen, CA 91401 or e-mail
soraya_d@sbcglobal .net.
Letters and columns are
the personal opinions of
the writers. We reserve the
right to edit. We welcome
advertisements paid in
advance and e-mailed as
blad and white .jpgs

Targeted Neighborhood Initiative/Neighborhood Block Grant Il

Valley Glen islisted as a designated areafor
the Targeted Neighborhood Initi ative in Mayor
Vill araigosa's Addendum to Budget for the
32nd Yea Housing and Community Develop-
ment Consoli dated Plan. The bad newsis that
Valley Glen is not al otted the previously com-
mitted funds. The grealy reduced amount of
$2,087,111isto be placed in acommon pat for
use on an as nealed basis for eligible projeds
within 14 previously designated areas, includ-
ing Valley Glen.

Valley Glen was to get $3 million for improve-
ments. Of that, $650000 has been spent so far

with $35Q000 of that for the Fulton sidewalks
north of Victory. The other $2 milli on wasto

— Judy Price

go for business revitali zation projeds along
Victory Boulevard.

The NBG was establi shed to improve the qual-
ity of life in targeted neighborhoods, with funds
used for housing, economic development, com-
munity redevelopment or other eligible adivi-
ties as required by the particular neighborhood

Paul C. Hernandez Speda Projea Coordinator
for the Mayor, has promised to schedule asec-
ond meeting for Valley Glen to continue dis-
cussion about the TNI funding. We had a good
turnout at the first meding. It will be very im-
portant that we have astrong showing at the
second meding. We will let you know as oon
as we have any information.




Grid 7 Gets Results — Mirna Pajuelo

Many of you are aware of the problems we have been having
in and around the parking lot of the Century Theaers. Abou
amonth ago, there was a shoot out between gang members.
There has been alot of graffiti vandalism on the walls and
loitering by homeless people. These kinds of problems have
been happeningtoo dten.

In the past we had neighborhood watch medtings, but we
ladked pasitive suppart from Ms. Greuel’ s officeand the
North Hollywood Police Department’s ®nior lead officer
(SLO). After the shoot out | cdled field deputy Vivian
Varbedian from Wendy Greuel’s office and John Smith, the
new SLO from NHPD, and we organized a meding with
some of the merchants in and around Victory Blvd. and Cold-
water Canyon. Many neighbors from Goodand Ave. and
Hamlin St. also attended. | was surprised to find so many
people who were very concerned about safety in the
neighborhood

We ae happy to report that the neighborhoodis getting alot
better due to the involvement of Ms. Greuel’s office, SLO
John Smith from North Hollywood Division, merchants and
neighbors. Our new senior lead dfficer isaman of adion and
we fed that with his concern, the way he is patrolling and the
resources he is using, our areawill be safe ayain.

Editor’s note — Recent increased patrols and stricter enforce-
ment of anti-loitering and parking restrictionsin the aeahas
already resulted in some arests.

Distraction Burglaries— George Flores, SLO

We have recently had a number of Distradion Burglariesin
the aea Thisiswhere dderly victimswho typicdly live
alone aetargeted. To gain accessto homes, the aiminals
claim that they recently purchased the house diredly behind
the victim and are cncerned about damaging the victim©s
property with scheduled sand blasting. They ask the victim
for accessto their backyard in order to take measurements for
atarp. They preoccupy the victim for 10-15 minutes while
an acomplice enters their home and removes valuables and
cash.

One susped has been described as afemale, white, 18-25
yeasold, 5ft. 2 and 115 pounds. They have hit the 5700
block of Colbath Avenue and 5700block of Sunnyslope Ave-
nue.

Valley Coll ege Students visit France
— Dominique Merrill

Enjoy the summer in Paris, a dty renowned for its wedth of
historicd, artistic and cultural riches. Explore Parisian cathe-
drals, monuments, churches, museums and gall eries, as Paris
beames an extension of your clasgoom whil e you attend
French language dasses at the University of Paris - Sorbonne,
aswell as a French civili zaion class with visiting and locd
faaulty at the ACCENT Center.

The Summer in Paris program, July 1 to August 1, 2006 isa
gred oppatunity to visit Paris with an experienced program
leader and suppart team. Participants live in double-occupancy
rooms in the Cité Universitaire, an international residence cam-
pus of the University of Parisfor students, or have the oppatu-
nity to live in Parisian homes locaed throughout Paris.

Thisunique program invites gudents to complete up to 6trans-
ferable units of French at the appropriate level while atending
classes taught by Sorbonne faculty. Students enroll through Los
Angeles Valley College & if they were dtending summer ses-
sion, but their campusisin Paris! Included in the program
price double-occupancy room in the residence halls of the Cité
Universitaire, numerous day excursions (Chartres/Giverny, the
Loire Valley, etc.), visits to major museums and famous stes,
cultural adivities (two evening ball et, concert or opera perform-
ances), bus and metro passes for unlimited accessto Paris
throughout the month, and more.

Interested students can download the brochure and applicaion
form from the Paris Program website & www.lavc.edu/paris.

Y our spat can be reserved with a$250 dypasit. Anyone over
the age of 18 may apply. Underage students can still attend if
acompanied by a parent or legal guardian also enrolled in the
program. If you have questions, please mntad usat ACCENT,
800.869.9291 or Professor Dominique Merrill, at 818947.2380/
merrildl@lavc.edu or Scarlett Gani at 8187104331(w),
310477.7802(h)/gani s@piercemll ege.edu.

Visit www.valleyglenstore.com for Vall ey
Glen Neighborhood Association logo items




Join the Band B Dev Dosaj

Musicians and singers of al ages and abiliti es may be interested
to learn about an organization nea Valley Glen cdled ©Join the
Band.© Founded by John Mizenko, a BerkleeColl ege of Music
Alumni, ©Join the Band®© groups musicians of similar ages and
abili ty together to form rock, blues and jazzbands.

‘Join the Band' islocated on Oxnard St. nea Kester Ave. They
have two professional studios plus fully equipped pradice
rooms and plenty of freeparking.

Eadh band rehearses once aweek for 7 weeks and then per-
formslive & alocd nightclub along with the other bands en-
rolled in JTB. The cmoncerts are dways padked and everyone has
agred time.

All of the equipment is provided at the rehearsals. Students only
have to bring their own instruments (except drummers). Drums,
amplifiers, microphones, etc., are provided as well as excdlent
charts (printed music, chords, etc.) and recordings of the songs
making this a convenient avenue for people too kusy to find the
time and resourcesto play. It isalso a perfed way for beginning
kids, teenagers or adults to gain experiencejammingin areal
band format. Experienced music professonal s supervise dl
classs.

In additi on to guitar, bass drums, keyboards and vocds, JTB
members have dso performed on saxophone, trumpet, harmon-
ica and many other instruments.

JTB also dffers private lessons, workshops and classes includ-
ing music theory, soloing, rhythm, etc. Their fully equipped
studios and pradicerooms are also avail able to rent.

My 14-yea-old son recently finished hisfirst yea with JTB.
Prior to joining he found himself stuck in hisroom playing on
hisown. After just one yea we have seen his confidenceand
musicianship, aswell as his overall enjoyment of music, grow
exponentially. If only | had thiswhen | was darting out.

For further information, contact John Mizenko at
818.345.850. Please visit www.JointheBandT oday.com
or email FunMus c@JointheBandToday.com.

Free Physicals

The county CHDP program provides freehealth check-ups to
eligible students under 19 who do not have hedth insurance
or have Medi-cd coverage. The exams are available & the
foll owing clinics, among others:

Mid-Valley Hedth Center, 7515V an Nuys Blvd., Panorama
City, 9474000

Family Medicd Center, 14547 Victory Blvd., Van Nuys,
997.3232

Valley Community Clinic, 6801 Coldwater Canyon Ave.,
North Hollywood, 7638836

Please cdl for an appantment.

Call 311 for City Services — Justcdl 311to
report abandoned vehicles, buky items, eyesore proper-
ties, graffiti, potholes, missed trash pickup and more.

Mail T heft

Mail was taken from
threehomesin AreaB.
Some of the mail was
tossd in the stred
behind Erwin St.
Schodl. Mail theftis
an ongoing problem.
Please retrieve mail as
soon as posshble dter
delivery. Consider
using amail dot or
locking mailbox. Place
important outgoing
mail in public mail-
boxes or consider
online bill payment.




Erwin St. Resurfacing — Jeff Siegel

Valley Glen lost one of its oldest landmarks, but no one will
missit! When you attend February's Valley Glen Neighbor-
hood Association Meding, you won't help but noticethat the
ruts and bumps along Erwin Stred between Fulton and
Woodman Streds are gone!  That's because the Los Angeles
City Bureau of Stred Repair mill ed and replaced the concrete
stred surface(from the ealy 1920s) with a beautifully
smooth new stred!

The job was performed aver the Christmas holi day so there
was no intrusion to Erwin Street Schodl's shedule. There-
pair crew were espedally amicable and profesdonal. It took
two daysto mill the stree and one day to replacethe road
bed. For those of us who witnessd the job, we know that we
receved spedal treament. The new stred isflawless To the
City of Los Angeles a hearty thank youl!

Adopt-A-Family B Judy Price, Chair

The aanual VGNA "Adopt-A-Family" program was a big
successonce again due to the generosity of the Valley Glen
community. Eleven families were "adopted” for the holidays:
two famili es each from Erwin St. and Kittridge Ave. Schoadls;
one family from Monlux; and four families from Grant High
Schoal. In addition we provided for two spedal need families
through the Jewish Family Service of Los Angeles"Family
Friends Projed."

A big thank you to all who participated and opened not only
their heats but wall ets to help these famili es. A spedal thank
you to Mickey Jannol and his company, Imperial Capital
Bank, for their generous donation which allowed usto ex-
pand the program this yea.

Calendar - VGNA General Meeting Feb. 21
February

23 - Perceptions: Bay AreaPhaotography, exhibition at Val-
ley College at gallery through March 30, 778.5536

March
4 - Valley Symphony Orchestra, 8 pm, LAV C, 947.2775
April

29 - Grant High Film Night at Academy of Television Arts
and Science, 9886821




