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Valley Glen Voice 
Of f i ci al  Newsl et t er  of  t he Val l ey Gl en Nei ghbor hood A ssoci at i on 

Summer is upon us! For many of you, it is the 
time for family vacations and for enjoying the 
many outdoor activities that Southern Califor-
nia offers. Here in Valley Glen we are lucky to 
have the new, beautifully landscaped bicycle 
and walking path along the Orange Line. Next 
year we will also have a landscaped walking 
path along the Tujunga Wash extending the 
present path from Oxnard Street to Vanowen. 
Both of these projects were “ fine tuned” with 
input from your Valley Glen neighbors. 

The summer is not vacation time for several 
key issues that will affect Valley Glen’s future. 
These include 1) limiting the size of large 
houses on small l ots and 2) the proposed rede-
velopment of the Robinson’s-May site. Later 

this summer, we will hold a town hall meeting 
with the Greater Valley Glen Council to get 
your input on the proposed interim control ordi-
nance that will l imit house size. On Thursday, 
June 15, 6:30 p.m., there will be a meeting at 
Laurel Hall School to get your input for the 
Laurel Plaza environmental impact report. We 
will give you a complete update at our general 
meeting June 20th. 

Because of all of these activities, the Board 
decided to move our annual picnic to the end of 
summer, Sunday, September 17th.  Save the 
date and remember to check the Valley Glen 
Neighborhood Association website, 
www.valleyglen.org,  for the latest news! 

Summer Plans — Peer Ghent , President  
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A metamorphosis is taking place at Grant High. 
The former agriculture area is being trans-
formed into the Serenity Garden. The Earth 
Day dedication ceremony highlighted not only 
the garden's promise, but its abili ty to bring 
together Grant students and staff , famili es, 
community members and volunteers from vari-
ous organizations.  
 
Martin Alcala, a Tongva tribal elder, gave a 
blessing at the April 22 event. Councilmember 
Wendy Greuel and a representative from As-
sembly member Dario Frommer's office then 
presented certificates to outstanding volunteers 
who had put more than 50 hours of work into 
the garden projects. Educational partner Gen-
eration Earth helped organize the dedication 
event and hosted a recycling workshop. After 
the ceremonies, REMO Recreational Music 
Center invited everyone to join in a drum circle. 
 

Located in the northwest section of the campus, 
the Serenity Garden encompasses about two 
acres. The complex includes gardens, a pond, 
greenhouse, compost area, a potting room, 
classroom, Monarch butterfly nursery and about 

30 commu-
nity garden 
plots.  
 
Grant his-
tory teacher 
and service 
learning 
coordinator 
Gladys 
Aldana has 
taken the 
lead in nur-
turing this 
project.  
Cont. pg. 4 

Contact Us— Please 
mail submissions to Valley 
Glen Voice, PMB 283, 
13659 Victory Blvd., Val-
ley Glen, CA 91401, or e-
mail 
soraya_d@sbcglobal.net. 
Letters and columns are 
the personal opinions of 
the writers. We reserve the 
right to edit. We welcome 
advertisements paid in 
advance and e-mailed as 
black and white .jpgs. Our 
phone is 877.411.8462. 

GENERAL MEETING: TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2006                                                                                  
ERWIN ST. SCHOOL AUDITORIUM, 7:00 PM  

Gr an t H i gh Ser en i t y Gar den  — Soraya Dosaj 
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With gas prices at an all-time 
high, we could all use some tips 
on decreasing our consumption 
of gasoline. 

Try cutting out one car trip a 
week by walking, bicycling or 
taking public transportation to 
your destination. By logging on 
to www.metro.net, you can plan your trip by bus/rail. 
The trip planner feature includes fares, travel times and 
even compares the cost of taking public transportation 
to driving. Route information is also available by call -
ing 1.800.COMMUTE (266.6883).  

If you must drive, make sure your tires are properly in-
flated. Keep your engine tuned up. Also replace spark 
plugs, filters and fluids as recommended. Use the win-
dows and air conditioning sparingly. Don't load your 
car with unnecessary gear. Observing the speed limit 
will also reduce fuel consumption. 

Those in the market for a new car might consider a 
small , fuel-eff icient vehicle or a gas-electric hybrid. 

The Shopp i ng Car t B l i gh t                    
   — Judy Pr ice 

Sav i ng Gas — Soraya Dosaj 

As many of you know, Jon's — next to Bally's on Victory — 
has closed and a Vallarta supermarket has moved there from the 
Victory/Fulton location. We are sorry to see Jon's go. Jon's 
respected our community and did the responsible thing. They 
had locking shopping carts. 
 
Although they know the community wants the locking shop-
ping carts, Vallarta has refused to continue the system that 
Jon's had installed.  
 
Vallarta Market, we now ask you to do the responsible thing, be 
a good neighbor and prevent the blight of your shopping carts 
being abandoned on our streets and in front of our homes. You 
work here. We live here. 
 
Over the last week, many individuals have expressed their 
views to the Valley Glen Neighborhood Association and Coun-
cilmember Wendy Greuel. One resident stated that the shopping 
cart issue has been an endless nightmare of broken promises of 
retrieval. A Senior Lead Police Officer wrote to Councilmem-
ber Greuel expressing his support of locking carts, indicating 
that it takes up his time in his basic car as well as the courts' 
dealing with the citations and arrests for individuals who have 
taken carts. 
 
It is time for there to be an ordinance that protects communities 
from this problem. Mandate locking shopping carts, particularly 
for the chain stores. And rather than fine the shoppers, maybe 
the merchants should be fined if their carts are found aban-
doned. 
 
To express your opinion, e-mail Councilmember Wendy 
Greuel, greuel@council .lacity.org, 
or Vallarta at information@VallartaSupermarket.com, or call 
Vallarta corporate at 818.898.0088. 
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The Shopp i ng Car t B l i gh t                    
   — Judy Pr ice 

 No Soccer All ow ed 

Summer is often a time when people fertili ze their lawns and 
work in their gardens. But beware Ð  plant food, fertili zer and 
insecticides can be fatal i f your pet ingests them. In addition, 
more than 700 plants can produce physiologically active or 
toxic substances in sufficient amounts to cause harmful effects 
in animals.  

Pets and pools can equal disaster. Prevent free access to pools 
and always supervise a pet in a pool. Make sure they know 
where the steps are to get out.  

Provide plenty of water and shade for your pets while they©re 
enjoying the great outdoors. Pets need exercise even when it is 
hot, but extra care needs to be taken with older dogs, short-
nosed dogs and those with thick coats. On very hot days, limit 
exercise to early morning or evening hours. Keep in mind that 
asphalt gets very hot and can burn your pet©s paws.  

Pets can get sunburned too, and your pet may require sunscreen 
on his or her nose and ear tips. Pets with light-colored noses or 
light-colored fur on their ears are particularly vulnerable to sun-
burn and skin cancer.  

Don©t take your pets to crowded summer events such as con-
certs or fairs. The loud noises and crowds, combined with the 
heat, can be stressful and dangerous for pets. For your pet©s 
well-being, leave them at home.  

In summer heat your pet can suffer from heat exhaustion and 
heat stroke. Signs of heat stress include heavy panting, glazed 
eyes, a rapid pulse, unsteadiness, a staggering gait, vomiting, or 
a deep red or purple tongue. If your pet does become over-
heated, you need to immediately lower his or her body tempera-
ture. Move your pet into the shade and apply cool (not cold) 
water over their body to gradually lower the core body tempera-
ture. Apply cold towels or ice packs to your pet©s head, neck 
and chest only. Let your pet drink small amounts of water or 
lick ice cubes. Most importantly, get them to a vet immediately. 

Pet Cor ner — Stephanie LaMotta 

Soccer playing is prohibited at Valley Glen Community Park. 
Park rangers have come out to stop games. Police have also 
notified players of the restriction. Warning signs that were 
posted in several locations have unfortunately been removed 
by players.  

There are concerns that soccer cleats create excessive wear 
on the grass, people may be hit by a soccer ball or have to 
restrict where they can walk with their children and pets. 

Aside from monopolizing a large portion of the park, the 
players often relieve themselves in the bushes. One resident 
witnessed a long line of men waiting to use the bushes.  

Designated a community park, many people hope to use the 
park as a place to relax and unwind, have a picnic or take a 
peaceful stroll . Some residents have expressed interest in play 
equipment and restrooms. We will let you know when a 
meeting regarding park use is scheduled. 

Other local parks that do allow soccer include Van Nuys/
Sherman Oaks Park, 14201 Huston St., 783.5121 and Balboa 
Park, 17015 Burbank Blvd., 756.9642. Both the Studio City 
(12621 Rye St., 769.4415) and Valley Plaza (12240 Arch-
wood, 765.5885) Recreation Centers also host soccer games 
in season. 

Vall ey Glen Touches t he Ocean  

What you do in the Valley affects the ocean. Storm 
drains lead to the 
ocean.  

Don't pour oil, paint or 
harsh chemicals down 
the drain or into storm 
sewers. Keep them in 
their original contain-
ers and take them to a 
household hazardous 
waste round-up. For 
cleaning jobs, substi-
tute baking soda, vine-
gar and borax for more 
harmful bleach or am-
monia. Also be sure to 
pick up after your pets.  
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LET NO HOLOCAUST 

VICTIM BE FORGOTTEN! 

REGISTER THEIR NAMES AT 
YADVASHEM.ORG OR CONTACT 

GIZELLA CZENE  AT 818-780-9044 OR 
GMCZENE@SBCGLOBAL.NET 
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Bar one’s Replaces Matt er hor n Chef  Serenity Garden cont. from pg. 1 - Her abundant energy and 
enthusiasm has helped attract students, volunteers and com-
munity support. Valley Glen resident Mickey Jannol and his 
wife Ellen personally donated $500 to the project. The 
Greater Valley Glen Council contributed $1000 toward the 
purchase of plants. TreePeople and the L.A. County Arbore-
tum donated fruit and jacaranda trees.  
 
One of the regulars at the Serenity Garden is Bruce Crespo of 
the West Valley Occupational Center. He has been teaching 
landscaping and horticulture at Grant on Saturdays. Andrea 
Barbosa, a Landscape Architecture student at UCLA,  has 
been volunteering her design skil ls, physical labor and re-
sources. She has collaborated with students and has solidified 
the design for the Butterfly and Hummingbird Garden as well 

as a California Native Garden.   
 
Big Sunday/ The Mayor's Day of Service on May 7 drew 
volunteers from the Volunteer Center of Los Angeles and the 
community. Youth mentors, family members and their men-
tees created a garden outside the butterfly house. Most of the 
mentors in the youth program were from Grant working on 
this service learning project together with the child they men-
tor.  Students working in the Serenity Garden can help fulfil l 
service learning credits while learning about the environment 
and wildli fe conservation. 

 
The gardens provide a beautiful, tranquil area and educational 
resource.  All the plants have been selected to attract specific 
types of wildli fe and to teach the community about plants that 
are indigenous to the region.  These plants can easily be used 
in residential gardens and provide attractive, drought tolerant 
alternatives to high-maintenance planting.   
 
If you would like to help the Serenity Garden thrive, please 
contact Gladys Aldana at 818.987.2563 or e-mail 
Gba2491@lausd.k12.ca.us. You can also view a wish list 
online at www.valleyglen.org. 

Established in 1945, Barone's Italian restaurant has a long 
history in Southern California. Now it has come to Valley 
Glen, moving from Ventura Boulevard to 13726 Oxnard 
Street, the former site of Matterhorn Chef.  

Expected to open in late June, the restaurant will serve lunch 
on weekdays and dinner nightly. Banquet faciliti es for up to 
90 people are also available.  

Frank Monteleone, last of 
the original Barone fam-
ily, is joined by his son 
Tom in overseeing opera-
tions.  

Kn ow t he Code - We will occasionally be publishing 
excerpts from local codes, ordinances and laws that address 
quali ty of life issues in our neighborhoods.  

 The law requires you to pick up your trash and throw it 
away. (LAMC 57.21) 

No tire basura en la calle o lugares publicos. (LAMC 57.21) 

A Touch of I taly in 
Valley Glen — As we 
await the arrival of Bar-
one's, please don't for-
get to try Faustino's, 
which is next to Robin 
Hood on Burbank Blvd. 
Faustino serves a full 
menu of Italian food. 
The quali ty is great and 
the price is right! 
Faustino's has prepared 
pizza for many of our 
general meetings. 


