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Valley Glen Voice 
Of f i ci al  Newsl et t er  of  t he Val l ey Gl en Nei ghbor hood A ssoci at i on 

In an effort to be responsive to your concerns, 
we asked each of the eighty attendees at our last 
meeting to stand up and tell us what their top 
two issues were. Here is what they said: 
 
Traff ic 

·  Cars speeding throughout Valley Glen 
·  Congestion by the schools 
·  More dedicated left turn lanes 

Re-paving of streets – how does the City             
set priorities? 
Storm sewer for Victory Boulevard 
Crime 

·  Drug dealing 
·  Burglaries 

·  Graffiti  
Beautification of the community 

·  Neighborhood cleanliness 
·  Street cleaning 
·  Trash cans on the street 
·  Bulky items at the curb 
·  Homeless encampments 

How to attract more life style retail: yoga, cof-
fee houses, etc. 
Need more information on who to call for help 
 
Please let us know if we have missed your con-
cerns. We try our best to focus our efforts on 
the things that are important to you! 

Vall ey Glen Concer ns — Peer Ghent , President  
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 The Ci t y W i ll I mpr ov e Vall ey Glen — Michael Randall  

Contact Us— Please 
mail articles, letters, sug-
gestions or other submis-
sions to Valley Glen 
Voice, PMB 283, 13659 
Victory Blvd., Valley 
Glen, CA 91401, or e-mail 
soraya_d@sbcglobal.net. 
Letters and columns are 
the personal opinions of 
the writers. We reserve the 
right to edit. We welcome 
advertisements paid in 
advance and e-mailed as 
black and white .jpgs 

GENERAL MEETING: TUESDAY, APRIL 18, 2006                                                                                  
ERWIN STREET SCHOOL AUDITORIUM, 7:00 pm  

For several years, the City has promised our 
community that it would funnel $3 mil lion dol-
lars in Federal funds to improve and add eco-
nomic vitality to Valley Glen. It sounded good, 
but the program delivered litt le. Then in Janu-
ary, after I inquired several times at the 
Mayor’s Office, “What’s happening? Do you 
still support the program?” , I received news that 
the program may be terminated and we should 
expect no further funds. This meant only the 
half finished Fulton Ave. sidewalk north of 
Victory would be completed; no other projects 
would be funded and, in the end, less than 
seven hundred thousand dollars would be pro-
vided to improve Valley Glen. This seemed 
unfair. But the City said it would accept feed-
back concerning the program. 

It is because of your phone calls to the City that 
I received a courtesy letter from the Mayor’s 
Office with news of a small but significant con-
sideration for Valley Glen.  The City has identi-

fied sufficient Federal Grant funds to complete 
one of the most visible projects already in the 
pipeline for Valley Glen. This project will re-
construct storefronts and street facades of a  
very tired looking strip mall at 13316 -13324 
Vanowen St. and 6749 - 6741 Fulton Avenue. 
Any excess funds from this project will go to-
ward improvements at 13609 - 13615 Victory 
Blvd. The second phase of a street lighting pro-
ject on Bassett St. between Woodman and 
Varna will also be completed. 

There is a lesson in all of this: if you ask for 
nothing, you will receive nothing. We need to 
remain engaged with our issues and compete as 
effectively as other communities.  I’ m proud 
that we’ve started to ask and I want to thank our 
community members and members of the Val-
ley Glen Neighborhood Association who sup-
ported this issue. We’re not getting what was 
promised, but whatever we get, it will result 
from raising our voices together.  
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The evening was organized by Neighbors For Peace and Jus-
tice of San Fernando Valley. For further information, visit 
http://www.culturechange.org/cms/index.php or type the term 
“Peak Oil ” into a search engine. This issue will assume in-
creasing importance in the years to come and should be a key 
component of any discussion of our community's future.  

Peak Oi l M eet i ng — Bruce Woodside 

On January 28, 2006, some 300 residents of Valley Glen and 
surrounding communities packed the auditorium of the Valley 
Cities Jewish Community Center to hear activists, environmen-
talists and a State Assemblyman discuss “Peak Oil – Realities 
and Solutions of the Looming Petroleum Shortage.”  

As each of the various speakers noted, the prospects of running 
our society in the way we have will become increasingly prob-
lematic as the supply of this basic non-renewable resource is 
steadily depleted and developing countries such as China and 
India compete for their share of what's left.  

The evening's keynote speaker, Jan Lundberg, one-time con-
tributor to the petroleum-consultant newsletter, The Lundberg 
Report, described his work to fight the plague of petroleum-
based plastics that are clogging our landfil ls and polluting our 
oceans, as well as his campaign to “de-pave” urban landscapes 
and return them to food production.  Mr. Lundberg's talk 
painted a disturbing picture of the consequences of increasing 
energy scarcity. Yet he, like the other speakers, remains hopeful 
that we can acknowledge the problem and move towards a relo-
calization of our economies while weaning ourselves off of 
fossil fuels, before the related problems of energy depletion and 
climate change overwhelm us. 

Assemblyman Paul Koretz also spoke of his efforts on behalf of 
environmental and alternative energy issues, including the re-
cently enacted “Milli on Solar Roofs” initiative. He also re-
marked on the need to stop using petroleum on non-recyclable 
plastic packaging. 

Activist, actor and former North Hollywood resident Ed Be-
gley, Jr., talked spiritedly about the small steps each of us can 
take towards the goal of energy conservation, including forsak-
ing our cars whenever possible and walking, riding bicycles or 
taking public transportation. His emphasis was on re-designing 
communities for “walk-abili ty” and on urging everyone to slow 
the pace of their lives.  

·  

·  

·  

·  

·  

Tu jun ga Wash Pr oject – What ’s H app en i ng? 
     — Peer Ghent 
After the groundbreaking a year ago on Earth Day, we saw 
some signs of construction, but recently there has been no 
activity. So many of you have been asking, “When is it going 
to be done?”  

Here is the latest update: 

·  The construction you observed was for the piping for the 
water to feed the artificial stream on the west bank. This con-
tract is complete. 

·  The construction plans were sent to County Public 
Works for final review on Thursday, March 30. 

·  The east bank, a park with no stream, is scheduled for 
completion February 2007. 

·  The west bank, with the stream, is scheduled for comple-
tion September 2007. 
This has been a long road, but I think we will be very pleased 
with the results! 



The evening was organized by Neighbors For Peace and Jus-
tice of San Fernando Valley. For further information, visit 
http://www.culturechange.org/cms/index.php or type the term 
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Dear Residents of Valley Glen, 

I am writing this letter to formally introduce myself to the 
wonderful community of Valley Glen.  I am the new field 
deputy for the Valley Glen area in the off ice of Councilmem-
ber Wendy Greuel, and could not be more excited about it.  
As some of you already know, I am a native son of Valley 
Glen, growing up near Erwin St. School, playing at what is 
now called Valley Glen Community Park and walking my 
dog around the neighborhood.  I am very eager to help im-
prove the community that I grew up loving and have person-
ally seen grow and progress throughout my life.  These im-
provements are in no small way a result of the incredible ac-
tivism and involvement of all the Valley Glen residents, truly 
a shining example for the rest of Los Angeles.  Please feel 
free to email me with any questions, concerns, comments or 
requests. 

Thank you,  

Evan Roosevelt 

evan.roosevelt@lacity.org  818.755.7676 
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   AMHERST JR-SR HIGH SCHOOL 

·  Classes Earn High School & College Credit 

·  Students Attend L.A. Valley College 

·  Flexible Schedules 

·  Independent Studies  

·  Home Schooling Alternative   
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K now t he Code 

Trash containers can be 
set out on the curbside no 
earlier than 6:00 pm the 
evening before collec-
tion, and are to be re-
moved no later than 8:00 
pm following collection.  
The Bureau of Sanitation 
may confiscate trash bar-
rels consistently left out. 
Residents are encouraged 
to maintain trash recepta-
cles out of public view 
and in an area where they 
are less likely to be dis-
turbed  by animals, chil-
dren, vehicles and wind. 

Gr an t F i lm N i gh t — Grant High's annual Film 
Night will  be held April 29 at the Academy of Television 
Arts and Sciences Theater at 5230 Lankershim Blvd. A light 
dinner will be served 6:30 pm -7:30 pm. Seating is at 7:30 pm 
with show time at 8:00 pm. 

Grant High's student films won two High School Emmys and 
two Emmy Honorable Mentions this year along with 25 other 
awards. This is the second year Grant High has hosted their 
film night at the Academy. 

Help continue the tradition by calli ng 818.988.6821 or 
818.378.6229 for tickets  ($10 general admission/ $7.50 stu-
dents). Checks can be mailed to Alex Hakobian c/o Grant 
High School, 13442 Bassett St. Van Nuys, CA 91405. Visit 
www.granths.org for details.  

We have had a dramatic increase in animal abuse cases locally 
lately. Neglect is when a person does not intentionally harm an 
animal and cruelty is where there is a deliberate intent to harm 
an animal. 

The most common neglect is not having food, water or shelter 
from the elements. Being left unattended in a closed car 
(especially on a hot day) is considered neglect. A sick or in-
jured animal not receiving immediate medical treatment is 
against the law. An animal being tied up (tethered) for a pro-
longed period of time, even in its own yard, is against the law. 
Cruelty / abuse is someone beating, kicking, injuring or kill ing 
an animal. 

If you know about an animal that you feel is being neglected or 
abused, please call the Animal Abuse Task Force at 
213.847.1417. Complaints can be made anonymously. You 
must have the address and description of the animal and the 
incident you saw or the animal's living conditions. Please have 
the compassion and courage to help those who cannot speak for 
themselves. 

An i mal Neglect Or Cr uel t y?- Stephanie LaMott a 
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Apr il - VGNA General Meeting, Apr il 18th at Erwin   
20 - Grant High Spring Open House and Health Fair; 5:30 pm 
- 9 pm; health screenings and informational booths; 
818.781.1400 ext. 280  
21 - Planetarium Show; Visions of Other Worlds; join us on a 
search for alien worlds; Valley College Planetarium; 8:00 pm 
27 - Justice Day at LAVC©s Monarch Square; 10:00 am-2:00 
pm; K9 unit, SWAT, air support, motor off icers and other 
LAPD groups; 947.2982 
29 - Grant High Film Night at Academy of Television Arts & 
Sciences; 8:00 pm; www.granths.org 
May 
4 - Cinco de Mayo celebration; LAVC quad; 11:30 am 
6 - The Year of Mozart; Valley Symphony Orchestra; LAVC 
Mainstage Theater; 8:00 pm; 818.947.2775 
7 - Mayor©s Day of Service; 8:00 am -12 noon; planting 
around KMPC towers followed by info. fair at Valley College 
12 - Planetarium Show at LAVC; Black Holes; $5/4/3 
20 - Free screening of documentary ªFrom Africa to India: 
Sidi Music in the Indian Ocean Diasporaº by Valley Glen 
residents Amy and Nazir Jairazbhoy; Skirball Museum; 2:30 
pm; www.boloji.com/wfs4/wfs492.htm 
June 
11 - Annual Valley Glen Neighborhood Association Picnic 
at Valley Glen Community Park  
16 -  Planetarium Show; Oasis In Space; Join us in a search 
for water within our own solar system; 818.947.2335 

Commun i t y Calendar  New L ef t -Tu r n Si gnals Wi ll Ease Tr aff i c 
Woes — Eli zabeth Kaltm an   

In response to a request from Council President Pro Tem 
Wendy Greuel, the City Council approved a plan for Los 
Angeles Department of Transportation (DOT) off icials to add 
450 left-turn signals to Los Angeles intersections over the 
next four years. The left-turn arrows would help move traffic 
more smoothly, relieve congestion and enhance safety for 
motorists and pedestrians.   

According to Wendy Greuel, Chair of the City Council©s 
Transportation Committee, "If we©re going to fix traffic, we 
have to look at the long-term solutions and the short-term 
fixes to get us moving again. Adding left-turn signals to 450 
congested intersections across the city will not only ease bot-
tlenecks, but will also help alleviate driver frustration, en-
hance safety and hopefully shave a few minutes off of our 
daily commutes."   The cost for installation is $18,000 per 
approach and will be funded over the next four years as part 
of the Automated Traff ic Surveill ance and Control program 
(ATSAC)  and various Street Lighting Improvement Projects 
or DOT©s annual Signal Design work program.  Department 
of Transportation left-turn arrow projects in and around Val-
ley Glen include: Sherman Way and Woodman Ave. -  Pro-
posed left-turn phasing eastbound; Coldwater Cyn. Ave. and 
Sherman Way - northbound, southbound, eastbound and 
westbound; and Victory Blvd. and Whitsett Ave. -
southbound. 

Reader s, w e need your assi st ance  

     Ð  Trudy Levy 
Each time a Valley Glen Voice is completed, delivery is done 
by volunteers. Our fund raisers pay for the printer. We need 
your help to distribute the newsletter.  

When you take your walk or jog (this could give you a reason 
to walk),  could you also put a paper on you neighbor's front 
steps?  Each person could take a block or two in their own 
neighborhood. It does not have to be done in a day.  It's a 
good way to say hello to your neighbors or get to know those 
you have not met.  This way the residents of Valley Glen will 
be kept informed. If you wish to help out please contact 
Soraya Dosaj at 818.997.1356.      

Logo Contest Ð  High school and college level student 
graphic artists in the Greater Valley Glen area are invited to 
design a logo for the Greater Valley Glen Council . Entries 
must be received by June 9, 2006. Contact Linda Wehrli , 
chair of the GVGC Arts and Education Committee, at 
818.766.0614 or e-mail pastimes@earthlink.net.  


