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Valley Glen - A Decade of Progress

As| looked around the aowd at our June 21% general

— Peer Ghent

fore we'll know whether it will be completely suc-

meding, | was reminded about how far we have mme cessful, there ae some benefits that seem clea: 1) the

in the last ten yeas. From its beginnings as a small
neighbarhood watch groupin the mid-90s, Valley
Glen has emerged as a vibrant community that is
attrading new famili es to its neighborhoods. Many of
thase new famili es were “first timers’ at our med-

ing.

| havelived in Valley Glen for 18 yeasand have
never seen as much new investment as is going on
today. Homeowners are remodeling, new stores are
opening and investment properties are being up-
graded. Public investment includes the Orange Line,
which is due to open in October, and the Tujunga
Wash Beautification Projed, which should befin-
ished next spring.

The Orange Line busway linking the North Holly-
wood subway station with Warner Center has been a
controversial projed. While it will be some time be-

entire right-of-way is being landscaped with over
900,000 drought resistant plants and 4000 new trees,
2) there isabikeway aong the entire route, which is
already being used by cyclists, and 3 it offers easy
accesto the entire Metro transit system.

The big news for Valey Glen isthat we have two
stations, one named Vall ey Coll ege and the other
named Woodman / ValleyGlen. Valley Glen was
included in the station name & the result of the hard
work of our Board lobbying with Supervisor Zev

Y aroslavsky. Many thanksto Zev!

We ask you to support and be apart of the momen-
tum. Visit our website for the latest news andto lean
how you can participate & www.valleyglen.org. Join
us at our next general meding on August 16" and at
our annual picnic on October 9.

Mayo r Villaraigosa Ma kes Impromptu Visit To Valley Glen

Valley Glen residents who participated with
senior lead dficer (SLO) Darrel Davisin the
Walk for Safe Sreets on July 8" were pleasantly
surprised to seethe new Mayor and his gaff.
Mayor Antonio Vill araigosa explained that he
had been making the rounds at the Van Nuys
Police Station, heard about the event and wanted
to seehow Valley Gleners use innovative ways
to promote public safety. The Mayor addressed
agroup of 20 cedicaed residents on how he was
excited to seethiskind of grassroats adivity.
The Mayor aims to get out to all parts of the
Valley to better understand the needs of the Val-

ley.

Valley Glen residents, Council District 2 Field
Deputy Pat Davenport and retired Field Deputy
Candy Campbell, along with Block Captains

— Mickey Jannal

from both Valley Glen and Van Nuys, LAPD
Van Nuys Bike Patrol and ather officers met
with SLO Davis behind Walgreen's, then

walked along Fulton Avenue between Victory
and Kittridge to meet neighbors and hand out
flyers containing wseful public safety informa-
tion. If your neighborhoodisinterested in a
Walk for Safe Streds, please contad our web
site & www.vall eyglen.org for more informa-
tion.




The Great Wall of Los Angeles (The Longest Mural In the World) — Francisco GonzalezNava

The Grea Wall was alrealy the longest mural in existence after
the summer of 1976 when ateam of 80 youths referred by the
criminal justice department, ten artists and five historians col-
laborated under the diredion of Chicana atist Judith Francisco
Bacato paint 1,000 fee of California history from the days of
dinosaursto 1910in the Tujunga Wash in the San Fernando
Valley. But Bacg Artistic Diredor and Co-Founder of SPARC
(The Social and Public Art Resource Center), with a history of
large llaborative mural projeds behind her, was not ready to
stopat 1910. Mural makers worked in the wash again in the
summers of 1978 1980, 1981 and 1983 Each yea they added
350fed and a decade of history seen from the viewpoint of
California ghnic groups; their contributions and struggles to
overcome obstades. To date, the length of the Grea Wall to-
tals 2,435fed, and the number of participating youths has
readed 215

Like the riversthat run through our city, radal relations have
deeply divided this placewe call home, giving ignoranceand
radsm a dea channel in which to flow. The Grea Wall cour+
terads this problem, creaing unty and understanding, partly
through coll aboration amongst diverse communities and refled-
ingradal harmony. But this monument is fading away. There
remain decales of history to be documented through the com-
pletion of the second half-mil e of the mural, which will tell the
history of Californiafrom 1950to the future. Soon to be more
than 30 yeas old, the paint on the mural isthinning and the

images are losing their luster.

The Grea Wall was creaed through community effort and re-
storing the work will also be a ommunity effort. It is expeded
to take $1.5 milli on to fund the restoration and completion
phases of the mural. With a unified community effort, restoring
the mural is definitely attainable.

A professional conservator, Nathan Zackheim & Associates,
hired by SPARC, will visit the mural in July 2005and SPARC
will follow-up with a cmmunity restoration effort this simmer
that will include teams of youth and artist spedalistsin the field
of mural restoration. Don©t be surprised when you seeZack-
heim & Associates working on the mural with cleaning agents
and treaments to reatac the loasening paint to the wall. They
are preparing the surfaces for repainting and brightening. The
coatings alone should bring bac much of the @lor on the
newer sedions. We plan to reauit new teams of young people
to work on the first 1,000fed. Thiswill likely occur next sum-
mer after al the preparatory work has been compl eted.

But we need your help to make this happen. Please mnsider
contributing to the future of Los Angeles[and Valley Glen] by
making monetary contributions or voluntee for The Grea Wall
Restoration Projed. Every effort is needed and appredated. For
further info, please visit www.sparcmurals.org or contad me at
310/822-9560 ext. 10, Francisco@sparcmurals.org.

Our new Orange Line station sign at Oxnard Street




Improving Valley Glen—It'sthe Law!

Imagine aValley Glen with shopping that consists of bail
bond lyokers, Payday loan stores, massage parlors, adult
arcades, strip clubs, swap mee and secondhand stores,
andthrow in used car lots and auto repair shops on our
most visible rners. Want to go for awalk? Now ask
yourself —what other type of businesswould select alo-
caion next doa to the massage parlor, etc.?

Imagine these same streets lined with ugly pull-down
metal storefronts all locked upat night; add outside im-
movable bars on all the store windows. The result would
be atown that looks unsafe and dsreputable. Who would
chocseto invest here? Who would choose to puchase
your home (at these prices!) if thistrend were to con
tinue?

This could have been the future of Valey Glen. However,
the future will be better here because alaw known undfi-
cialy as The Valley Glen Q's Zoning Ordinance says: no
more of thisin our community. The law took effect in
2001 after along petitiondrive, public medings, business
property owner natification and required legal process.
Andthe law is beginning to work.

A few examples of enforcements creating positive
changes are as follows: a massage parlor opened at Whit-
sett and Oxnard and was compell ed to close because of
thelaw. It wasreplaced by a beauty parlor. Anather
massage parlor at Victory and Fulton was removed and
replaced by amedicd business A new Payday Loan was
prevented from opening on Victory, and a Nextel store
and aflower shop have opened there instead. A mix of
retail businesses that offer more to ou residentsis one
goal. Ancther sedion d the law emphasizes the gpear-
ance of our businesses and commercial streets. Thisin-
cludes standards concerning storefronts, signs, fences and
landscaping in commercial areas.

— Michael Randall

The law prohibitsinstallation d exterior bars and “cages’
outside stores and, as before, all devices and signs must
have permitsto be considered legal. Certain types of signs
cannot be aected, such as pole signs, billboards; signs on
fences, sidewalks and freestanding walls. Examples of
enforcement are arow of exterior store window barri-
cades was removed at Victory between Fulton and Wood-
man all owing you to see the window displays. In addi-
tion, anew pole sign was removed nea Coldwater at a
medicd clinic, improving the gopeaance

Thisisanontednical andincomplete discusson d our
Valey Glen QOs (Permanent Qualifications) law. Oneim-
portant excerpt of our law is“uses sall belimited to
those uses first permitted in the C1.5 Zone.” The City
provides along list of the types of businessthat are per-
mitted in a C1.5zone, a zone intended for neighbarhood
serving businesses often near residences. That describes
Valey Glen well.

More details can be found at the Association©s website &
www.valleyglen.arg under “Beautification.” Please visit
the site.

If youare encouraged by all this, be cutiousy encour-
aged. There ae 12 or so commercial intersedionsin all of
Valley Glen. Our businesses are at or nea each corner.
Sedng them improve will visibly improve dl of Valey
Glen. Y et the law doesn©t work by itself and the City has
many priorities. Enforcement has been “sow” and does
not inspire confidence. Only with the active involvement
of our community organizaions, providing the motivation
andfollow up, will the City stay onthe ball. Our Q's zon
ing law isthe only law intended specificall y to improve
Valey Glen. If it isimportant to you, it will be important
to them.

Valley Glen Neighborhood Association merchandise is available at www.vall eyglenstore.com
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Wendy Greuel Supports
Erwin St. Elementary B Soraya Dosaj

We arefortunate to bein

L.A. City Courxil District 2

with Wendy Greuel as our

courcilmember. Once aain

she has demonstrated her

suppat of local public

schools. Erwin St. Elemen-

tary schod was the beneficiary of $1,000 worth of li-
brary bodks, thanks to Ms. Greuel and Elaine De Leon,
her Spedal Projects Deputy. This donation is espedally
appreciated in thistime of budget cuts.

A tota of 21 schools will be receiving bodks, thanks to
Courcilmember Greuel. Eleven elementary schools
were dated for the first donations, with 10 moreto
benefit later. LAUSD’ s Library Services department
developed lists of titles for the schools. District vendor
Mook and Blanchard will be completing the orders.

Sponsorship - Your spon
sorship pays for this newsletter,
graffiti abatement, public plant-
ings, an annual picnic, medings
and more. If you would like to
become asporsor, contad
Mickey Jannol, our treasurer, at
jannol6@aol.com or mail your
contributionsto PMB 283,
13669 Victory Blvd., Valey the vehicle, aswell as
Glen, CA 91401 Thank you for  |ocation, date and time
suppating the VGNA. sean.

Help reduceair pollu-
tion by cdling the South
Coast Air Quality Man-
agement District when
you seesmoking vehi-
cles. It'seasy! Just cdl 1-
800-CUT-SMOG. The
operator will ask you for
the li cense and make of
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Newsrack Ordinance to Clean Up our
Sidewalks
— Maricela Gomez, legislative deputy, CD2

Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) ordinance 4200
governs the type and placement of newsrads. The Bu-
reau of Street Services, Street Use Division (BOSS will
be in charge of implementing and enforcing this pro-
gram. Chief Inspedor Garry Harris can answer questions
regarding the implementation. The new rules will be
phased in throughou the City.

PHASE 1

Publishers will have to submit an appli cation with re-
lated fees for every newsrack they havein the City. This
phase has already begun. After the first 30 days (late
May 2005 BOSSwill begin to tag for removal thase
newsracks that do not have an application onfile. This
will happen Citywide.

PHASE 2 - South Valley

BOSSwill be mapping and bar coding the legal news-
radks. This means newsracks will be moved so that they
arein compliance with the locétion specifics. Oncethe
newsracks are in alegal location, they wil | be bar coded
and GIS mapped, so that BOSScan tradk the publisher
and their associated newsrack. This process will take
approximately threemonths to complete.

ENFORCEMENT

If constituents notice aty NEW racks being placel that
arenot ivy green, etc., they can report it to Street Use by
cdling 3-1-1 or 213473-3711.1f possble, take apicture
or include written dacumentation.

Asalong term goal, BOSSwill merge the GIS info with
Navigate LA, so that constituents can seeif "X" news-
rack at 1111 VenturaBlvd.is permitted. That will em-
power constituents as well as save our City forces alot
of time!

We are confident a great number of racks will bere-
moved as part of this program. A number of publishers
will not want to pay the fees and associated insurance
requirements. Plus the location requirements are pretty
strict.




An Alternate Opinion  — Shelley Nathanson

A gentlerebuttal to the article on Mansioniza-
tion (Spring 2005)D | was hoping after the 1994 North-
ridge Earthquake that many of the newer transplants to the
Southern Californialifestyle would be leaving our fair city for
what they would deem safer pastures, and we would once ajain
return to the orange groves and wide open spaces that so gener-
oudly dotted aur landscgpein the 50sand 60s... then | woke

up!

Progressisafad of life that won't be stopped. One must accept
the fact that change will happen. Inthe 100yeasit has taken
Los Angelesto grow to this number of residents, the Census
Bureau has determined it will only take another 30 yeasto
double the population.

There ae definite neighborhoods in this city that need to be
preserved — Craftsman homes, homes by Greene and Greene,
designs by Richard Neutra, WallaceNeff and ather known ar-
chiteds— homes that have withstoodthe test of time for a
hundred yeas.

But part of the greaness of Americaisthat we ae freeto do
and say as we please, including loudly announcing our likes and
dislikes. We can change our landscaping, paint our houses a
color we like, add aroom, even add a second floor. We should
fed goodthat one of our residents has chosen to upgrade our
areaby constructing milli on dollar homes.

When my partner and | first moved into Valey Glen, we were on-
cerned that some of the aeanorth of here, with many unkempt yards
and homes, would eventualy find its way south of Victory. Thanksto
property values going up, solidified by the new construction of milli on
dollar homes, that posshility is pretty distant. Now it'supto usto
encourage our neighbors to kegp upthe nea appeaancewe loveto
look at as we walk through our treelined strees.

Letterstothe Editor

Kudos to Linda Coates for her article on the lack of re-
sporsibility of some Grant High Schod students (3Slow
Down and Smell the Roses,®° Spring 2009. It hit the
mark! A temporary solution to the illegal traffic prob-
lems would be the assignment of a motorcycle police
officer on Ethel at Oxnard between 7:30 am to 815 am
and 300 pmto 3:30 pm.

Mr. & Mrs. Denly Ford

AreaA

Editor's Note: Work has now begunto install speed
humps along Ethel Avenue north of Oxnard Street.

| am concerned about the mansionization issue for two rea
sons: | work in the mnstruction industry and appredate the
contribution of that industry to our ecnomy and | regret the
intolerancethat our community is demonstrating for the taste
of others.

I don®©t think anyone pays hundreds of thousands of dadllarsto
buy an "udly box." In response to the person who oljeded to
the lossof privacy, | would be willing to bet that no oneis
happy to pay nealy amillion ddlarsfor aluxury home, only
to have aview into their neighba®©s yard, but the skyrocketing
cost of housing requires these tradeoffs.

| suppart our asciation©s efforts to curb graffiti and suppart
business but | oppase the recent trend toward maintaining
the status quo by censoring others. Like it or not, those boxy
mini-mansions represent the fulfillment of the dream of
homeownership for these new neighbors and | hope that one
day, Valley Glen will embrace them too.

GizdlaCzene - AreaA

Reader’s Poll —Were seach-
ing for the best of Valey Glen. Mail
or e-mail your votes for your favor-
ite Valley Glen restaurant, dry clean-
ers, florist, coffeeshop, pizza place
to take awalk, bakery, €tc.

Keep in Touch - Mail submis-
sionsto Valley Glen Voice PMB
283 13659 Victory Blvd., Valey
Glen, CA 91401 or e-malil
soraya_d@sbcglobal.net. Letters
and columns are the personal opin-
ions of the writers. We reserve the
right to edit.




Pr aise for Officer Davis P Sabrina Johnson

| head about Officer Darrell Davis before | ever met him. My friend
and reighbor told me how Officer Davis had helped her family and
their neighbors with incidents of homelesspeople living in their cars,
and other problems that affedt the quality of one'slife. Shetold me
he: (1) gave her hiscdl phone number and said to cdl him at any
time; (2) followed up dily on problems until they were no longer
problems; and (3) sincerely desired to solve troublesome situations
(or at least improve them) and make life better for everyone involved
—and hedid just that!

One day my cul-de-sacwas blocked off dueto apipe bomb scare.
Thisascare® darmed meinto adion. | cdled the Van Nuys Police
Department and spoke with avoluntee at the Community Desk who
referred me to our Watch Commander, Officer Davis. | left ames-
sage for Officer Davis and he returned my cdl the next day. | told
him how | wasin a panic wondering if there were any more pipe
bombsthat | would have to worry about. What | wanted was pea@
of mind, and that was what | got.

Officer Davis patiently li stened and said he would do some reseach.
He cdled bad the next day, told me exactly what happened and an-
swered al of my questions. We had several phore mnversations and
one meding in person, during which we talked abou initiating a
Neighbarhood Watch meeing. Officer Davis told me that not only
would he be there to conduct the meeting and answer questions about

the situation, but he would also ask Councilperson Wendy Greuel's
deputy, Patricia Davenpart, to attend. Sheis another public servant
who deserves much praise and gratitude for al her good work.

The meding wastense & first, but both Officer Davis and Deputy
Davenpart put the situation into perspedive, i.e., these things hap-
pen (someone finds a hand grenade in their garage that their grand-
father stored away after serving in WWII, or ateenager experiments
with making a pipe bomb) and they asaured us that it was not some-
thing that needed a Code Orange dert. By the end d the meding,
everyone in attendance came to agreement onisales that concerned
the neighborhood in genera: the nead for atraffic signal at Victory
and Ranchito, how to ded with homeless people living in cars, park-
ing problems and large bulky items left at curbs. | believe most
people considered it a successful meding.

Officer Davis worked it so that what could have eaily become a
tense meeting full of acasations and finger-pointing, instead be-
came ameding where we dl made the resolution to work together
to improve our neighborhood. During the meeting | observed how
Officer Davis made sure that no one was ali enated and no one felt
ostradzed. He treated everyone with resped and dignity and he
asked that everyone dsetred their neighbors in the same manner.
After the meding, | once a@ain felt truly blessed to live in my littl e
hamlet cdled Valley Glen, with our Watch Commander Officer
Davis at the helm.

Jewish Family Service Adult Day Health Care Center

The Jewish Family Service (JFS) Adult Day Hedth Care

D Devorah Teyer

skill ed nursing care, physical therapy, occupationa ther-

Center in Valley Glen gpened its doorsin 1985, when JFS apy, speed therapy, nutrition consultation, counseling,

reaognized a burgeoning need for medical and socid ser-
vices for yourger and older disabled adults and elderly
individualsin the San FernandoValley. The JFSADHC
was one of the first six Centers of itskindin the city of
Los Angeles and the yea it opened, was one of only 39
such facilities acrossthe state. Today the JFSADHC is
open 5days aweek, Monday—Friday, accommodating up
to sixty participants at its ste located at 12817Victory
Boulevard.

Serving the unique needs of frail elders and aher adults
with physical or mental disabilities, the Center provides
daily meds, transportation costs to and from the Center
and awide range of services. The JFSADHC offers

recreation and socid activitiesin a stimulating environ-
ment where participants feel welcomed and secure. The
regular use of these health and social services can help
reduce the risk of hospitali zation and nusing home place-
ment and provides a much-needed respite for family
members caring for loved ones.

The Center has highly experienced staff members provid-
ing therapeutic services. Reaeationd therapy includes
adive games, gardening, art therapy, pet visits, musical
entertainment, Tai Chi, intergenerational programs, and
much more! Go for avisit and see. Call the Center at
818-766-0397and ask for Devorah Teyer, Program Di-
rector. Medi-Cal acapted or ask about a scholarship.

NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2005

ERWIN ST. SCHOOL AUDITORIUM, 13400 ERWIN STREET, 7:00 PM




